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	BMSC Animal Care Committee
Pedagogical Merit
For Instructors
Vertebrates & Cephalopods
	
	For Administration Use Only BMSC AUP #

ED–26–NN
Date Received:





At Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre (BMSC) the use of animals for research and education is a privilege. BMSC is located on Hahuuli, the traditional territory of the Huu-ay-aht First Nation, a member of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council. We are grateful for the opportunity to work on these lands. It is the responsibility of all animal users to practice moral stewardship by justifying the use of animals, showing that the course has pedagogical merit, and ensuring all animals are treated humanely, ethically, and in accordance with the Canadian Council on Animal Care (CCAC) standards.

The CCAC requires all animal-based teaching and training activities undergo a Pedagogical Merit review. The principle objective is to assess whether live animals are, and continue to be, essential in achieving successful learning outcomes. The BMSC Executive Director will assign the review of this form to a minimum of two independent experts in pedagogy and/or animal-replacement alternatives prior to the BMSC Animal Care Committee (ACC) reviewing the Education AUP.

A Pedagogical Merit review is required once every four years for ongoing teaching and training courses, or whenever significant changes to the course occurs.

Please complete and submit this form, alongside your AUP, to the BMSC Animal Care Coordinator: ac.coord@bamfieldmsc.com

Any questions? Please contact the BMSC Animal Care Coordinator: ac.coord@bamfieldmsc.com




Please allow 60 days for AUP review and approval
Pedagogical Merit review may increase this time period – please plan accordingly

As a small institution, the BMSC ACC meets quarterly to review AUPs. As such, the time from AUP submission to review and approval may take longer than your Home Institution. Please take this into consideration when planning your AUP submission and proposed start date.

2026 AUP submission deadlines: 
February 2 for course start date between April 1 – May 31
April 1 for course start date between June 1 – July 31
June 1 for course start date between August 1 – October 31
September 1 for course start date between November 1 – and March 31 of the next calendar year
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	Learning Goals & Outcomes

	
	

	
	Describe the learning objectives, intended outcomes, and/or skills that will be acquired through the use of animals in this course

	
	     

	
	
Describe how the composition, learning level, and needs of the student group are compatible with the goals/objectives of the course, as it relates to the inclusion of animals

	
	

	
	     

	
	
Describe how the intended outcomes are realistically achievable given the composition, learning level, and needs of the student group, as it relates to the proposed teaching activities
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What is the student-to-animal ratio for each activity? How was that ratio selected?

	
	     

	
	
Describe how well the skills must be performed by the student in order to be considered “acquired or learned” (i.e. accuracy, speed, quality, quantity, etc.)

	
	     

	
	
Describe the benefits of involving animals in this course, as it relates to the students at this point in their education/training, as well as their future career paths
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	Assessments

	
	

	
	Describe all methods of evaluation used in this course to determine the level of achievement for the intended learning outcomes/skills (lab reports, quizzes, exams, essays, demonstrations, presentations, etc.)
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	Learning Activities
	
	

	
	Describe all learning activities involving animals

	
	     

	
	
Based on the student/instructor ratio indicated in Section 1, please describe how the students will be supervised, instructed, and assisted when working with animals

	
	     

	
	

	
	Describe how the animal activities are best suited to achieve the learning outcomes/objectives and methods of assessments
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	Replacement Alternatives

	
	

	
	Considering CCAC’s guidelines to implement the Three R’s in animal-based research and education, describe efforts to identify equivalent replacement alternatives to the proposed animals, including resources consulted

	
	     

	
	
Objectively explain why replacement alternatives were not chosen
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