
OCTOBER 2022

Since 1972, the Bam�eld Marine Sciences Centre (BMSC) has been supporting marine and

coastal-oriented �eld operations and education on the west coast of Canada, weaving

together an extraordinary national and international scienti�c community of students,

researchers, staff, and alumni. 

BMSC is situated on the traditional territory of the Huu-ay-aht First Nations, 

a Nuu-cha-nulth Nation and member of the Maa-nulth Treaty Society

NEWS EXPLORE GIVE

We are pleased to welcome Dr.

David Turpin as WCUMSS

President!

Trained as a biological oceanographer Dr.

Turpin’s connection to BMSC dates back to

the 1970s. During his career he served as

President of both the University of Alberta

and the University of Victoria. Prior to

these positions he was the VP Academic

at Queen’s University, Dean of Arts and

Science at Queen’s, and Head of the

Botany Department at UBC. His research

interests in primary production and

phytoplankton resource competition led to

a major research program designed to

understand the physiological and

biochemical interactions between photosynthesis, respiration and nitrogen assimilation.

In addition to his passion for marine and coastal science, David and his wife Suromitra

Sanatani share a commitment to international development and global citizenship which

has led to educational and research partnerships around the world. Dave has chaired the

World University Service of Canada and serves on the Board of CARE Canada. In

recognition of this commitment the University of Alberta established the David Turpin and

Suromitra Sanatani Scholarship for Refugees and Displaced Persons.

For his contributions to research Dr. Turpin was awarded the Steacie Fellowship and

elected to the Royal Society of Canada. His service to the broader community has been

recognized with the Order of Canada and the Queen’s Golden and Diamond Jubilee

Medals.
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BMSC Historical Timeline Link to the Timeline

Explore the historical

timeline, taking us from

First Nations history to

present day Bam�eld.

David H. Turpin CM, PhD, LLD, DSc, FRSC

We wish to thank Dr. Jon Driver for his many years of service as WCUMSS President, and

wish him all the best in his retirement.

Celebrating of our 50th Anniversary

The Bam�eld Stories
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Story 5 - Building a Vision

LINK TO THE STORY

Perched atop a sea cliff overlooking a

sheltered inlet on the wild Paci�c coast,

the Bam�eld Marine Sciences Centre

provides visiting researchers and students

with everything they could possibly need.

This is the story of how BMSC's

visionaries imagined, persevered, and

realized the built environment that now

supports its work.

Story 6 - Life at Bam�eld

LINK TO THE STORY

For �fty years, students, staff and visitors

have had the opportunity to spend time at

the Bam�eld Marine Sciences Centre.

Across the decades, life at the station has

transformed dramatically. Its proximity to

the bounty of the Paci�c ocean remains

unchanged, but with time, money,

imagination, and elbow grease, it has

evolved into a comfortable, modern

habitat.

Story 7 - Boats & Vessels

COMING IN NOVEMBER

Boats and diving are integral to Bam�eld

Marine Science Centre's work and the

experiences it provides for �eld trip

participants, students and researchers.

From modest and sometimes haphazard

beginnings, BMSC's �eet has grown to

Story 8 - Collaborative Futures

COMING IN NOVEMBER

As Bam�eld’s population has grown and

the BMSC has evolved and expanded,

need has grown for effective wastewater

treatment. In 2018, The Huu-ay-aht First

Nations (HFN) and BMSC agreed to work

together to jointly build a new waste
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include its key ships - the M/V Alta and

M/V Barkley Star - with a supporting cast

of many smaller boats.

water treatment plant (WWTP).

Groundbreaking was celebrated in 2020,

and the grand opening was held in April

2022, marking a 10-year collaboration

between HFN and BMSC. The WWTP

represents BMSC’s continuing

commitment to reconciliation and

partnership with Indigenous peoples.

We are passionate about training the next generation of ocean scientists, educators and

stewards. Your investment in BMSC research, teaching and learning supports a vision of

life-changing exploration and discovery in the coastal and marine sciences.

DONATE NOW!

Bam� eld Marine Sciences Centre

100 Pachena Road, 

Bam�eld, B.C. VOR 1B0 

Canada

+1 (250) 728-3301

info@bam�eldmsc.com

Support  life-changing explorat ion & discovery by donat ing

to the Bam�eld Marine Sciences Centre.

BMSC is a not-for-pro�t registered Canadian charity. 
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