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This form is to be completed by students accompanying other students or researchers into the field for the purposes of observation.

Instructions
An instructor must approve the proposal before the University Programs Coordinator (UPC) and Dive and Safety Officer (DSO) subsequently approve relevant sub-sections; 
Approval by the UPC is required for all projects that involve the purchase or use of BMSC equipment/supplies.
Approval by the DSO is required for all field observation projects.
Approvals must be obtained before work begins.

Responsibilities
Students
After completing this form, email it directly to your instructor;
Once the instructor has approved your project, email your proposal to university@bamfieldmsc.com and diving@bamfieldmsc.com;
Begin your project when you’ve received approval from the UPC (if needed) and the DSO.
Instructor
Review student project proposals for feasibility and scientific value of each project.
Ensure students e-mail the DSO requesting approval;
Contact DSO (diving@bamfieldmsc.com or ext. 222) to set-up a time for a review.
UPC & DSO
Communicate with students by e-mail or in person, until the proposal meets your approval. Email students to indicate approval.


Section 1 | Basic Information
Course Name		Click here to enter text.
Year		Click to enter a date
Student Name(s)		Student 1
Student 2
etc.
Objective/Research Question		State the purpose of your investigation. For example, to film a documentary on a researcher, to write a profile on a researcher, etc…


Continue to next section Resources…


Section 2 | Resources
Talk to the UPC as soon as you can to check whether equipment you need for your project needs to be ordered. If we find out you need a specialized piece of equipment when you send in this form, it will likely be impossible to acquire in time for your project to proceed as planned.
Supplies & Equipment		Quantity
e.g.
Write-in-the-rain paper
Clipboard
Pencils
Tape recorder
DSLR Camera
Metre stick	
1 
1
3
1
1
2


Section 3 | Animal Care
Complete to indicate that you will follow BMSC Animal Care guidelines.
☐	I/We will not be directly affecting animals in any way during this investigation (this includes, but is not limited to moving or touching animals, altering habitats, moving a predator or conspecific closer to a subject, etc…).  
☐	I/We will not approach marine mammals or birds closer than 100 metres during the investigation.  
☐	I/We will acknowledge that repeated examples or irresponsible animal care will jeopardize my/our opportunity to do future research at BMSC.  


Continue to next section Physical Risks…


Section 4 | Physical Risks
Conditions in the field may be hazardous and can change both quickly and unexpectedly. It is important to plan ahead and to ensure your safety in case of an accident or unforeseen change in conditions.
Purpose and participants
List everyone accompanying you and their duties in the field
e.g.
Student 1: Piloting the boat. 
Student 2: Audio recording.
Primary Investigator(s)
Primary Investigator 1
Primary Investigator 2
etc.
Field conditions and hazards
Field sites	Water and/or environmental conditions and hazards	Mooring/anchoring techniques or equipment required
e.g.
Seppings	
Shallow waters	
Back anchor
Field Site Risks
Talk to foreshore staff. Name the person who taught you to use the technique/equipment.
Boat Drivers (includes copes, raider, skiffs only)
If you plan to use a boat, list the driver(s) and the person with whom they did a checkout.
Capacity of vessels/vehicles
What is the boat capacity; what gear will be carried and approximately how much does it weigh?
Type of vessel/vehicle and maximum capacity
List the vessels/vehicles to be used and their maximum passenger capacity given weight of gear.
First Aid
List members of your group who have first aid training, and their level of training.
Dangerous weather/sea conditions
Explain how you will avoid dangerous weather/sea conditions.
Safety Equipment
What equipment will you carry into the field to use in the event of an accident?
What equipment will you carry into the field to protect you from the environment?
What communication device(s) will you use? Include channels if appropriate. Explain who you will contact and how in the case of an emergency.
What maps or charts will you carry into the field?


Field risk assessment
Given the field activities planned, list what might go wrong and explain how you propose to deal with the most likely and serious situations.

For example:
Flat tire: Know how to fix a flat. If you get one, call in if you expect to be late and attempt to fix the flat. If you can’t fix the flat, wait for another traveler to help or call for assistance.
Thick fog while boating: Learn to navigate using a chart and compass. Know how to use lights and signals.
Working at an exposed field site: Wear a life jacket and have someone with a throw line spot waves when you need to turn your back to the ocean.
Oncoming logging trucks: Know how to use the radio. Listen to the radio while driving. Communicate between vehicles by walkie-talkie. When you become aware of an oncoming truck, pull over and stop as soon as possible.
Changing weather could leave you stranded for extended periods. How will you be prepared to deal with this situation


End of document.
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